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LIBRARY

BOOK
“Probing, prismatic, witty, dramatic, and deeply appreciative, Orlean's chronicle

celebrates libraries as sanctuaries, community centers, and open universities
run by people of commitment, compassion, creativity, and resilience.”
—Booklist, 8/1/2018

Summary
On the morning of April 28, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles Public Library. The

fire was disastrous: it reached two thousand degrees and burned for more than seven hours. By
the time it was extinguished, it had consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged
seven hundred thousand more. Investigators descended on the scene, but more than thirty
years later, the mystery remains: Did someone purposefully set fire to the library--and if so,
who?

Author Information

Susan Orlean has been a staff writer at The New Yorker since 1992. She is the author of seven
books, including Rin Tin Tin, Saturday Night, and The Orchid Thief, which was made into the
Academy Award-winning film Adaptation. She lives with her family and her animals in upstate
New York and may be reached at SusanOrlean.com and Twitter.com/SusanOrlean.

If you liked this book, try these!

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu and Their Race to Save the World's Most Precious
Manuscripts by Joshua Hammer

Bibliotech: Why Libraries Matter More Than Ever in the Age of Google by John Palfrey
Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library by Wayne A. Wiegand

Find more title suggestions and author information from our Books and Literature Online
Resources: https://ww1.pgcmls.info/website/online-resources-432#BooksandLiterature

Check out our other C.R.A.B. book club kits at: https://ww1.pgcmls.info/website/4558

See this link for suggested discussion questions:
https://www.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/the-library-book/guide
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