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The Three Mothers: How the Mothers of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Malcolm X, and James Baldwin Shaped a Nation  
by Anna Malaika Tubbs 
Flatiron Books, 2021; 288 pages/audio 7 hours 
 
“Tubbs skillfully draws parallels between each woman's story, and vividly 
captures the early years of the civil rights movement.”  

                           –Publishers Weekly, 12/21/2020 
 

Summary 
Much has been written about Berdis Baldwin’s son James, about Alberta King’s son Martin, and 
about Louise Little’s son Malcolm. But virtually nothing has been said about the extraordinary 
women who raised them, whose lives spanned Jim Crow, the Great Migration, the civil rights 
movement, and the specific prejudices Black women faced during these and many more pivotal 
moments in American history. 
 
Author Information 
Anna Malaika Tubbs is a multidisciplinary expert on current and historical understandings of 
race, gender, and equity. After graduating Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford University with a BA in 
anthropology, Anna earned her MA in gender studies and her Ph.D. in sociology from the 
University of Cambridge as a Bill and Melinda Gates Cambridge Scholar. She lives with her 
husband, Michael Tubbs, and their children Michael Malakai and Nehemiah Neven. 
 
If you liked this book, try these! 
Begin Again: James Baldwin's America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our Own by Eddie S. Glaude 
The Sword and the Shield: The Revolutionary Lives of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. by 
Peniel E. Joseph 
My Life, My Love, My Legacy by Coretta Scott King 
 
Find more title suggestions and author information from our Books and Literature Online 
Resources: https://ww1.pgcmls.info/website/online-resources-432#BooksandLiterature 
 
Check out our other C.R.A.B. book club kits at: https://ww1.pgcmls.info/website/4558 
 
See this link for suggested discussion questions: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c606289c46f6d5f7b069c5e/t/619bebc7e643d502c284
840e/1637608391408/ThreeMothers_RGG_final.pdf 
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