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New Carrollton Branch Opening

The newly renovated branch opened in the Fall of 2018, featuring the Discovery Reef
children’s areq, including an awe-inspiring 270-gallon salt water aquarium, colorful
overhead lighting that simulates the underwater experience, a reef wall seating area
complete with life-like exoftic fish, a storytime room that replicates a deep sea habitat
and a glowing tube of moving bubbles.

Hip Hop Architecture

40 middle school applicants atfended a week-long program to explore architecture,
design and urban planning, generate and print 3D models using Autodesk Tinkercad,
and learn the basics of music composition, songwriting and music video production.

Tim Junkin Author Visit

Tim Junkin, author of Bloodsworth: The True Story of the First Death Row Inmate
Exonerated by DNA Evidence, visited our Bowie Branch Library as part of the One
Maryland One Book community reading program. He presented a thought-inspiring
program for our community members. We were also able to livestream the program to
teens in select PGCPS high schools and invited the classes to join the conversation.

New CEO - Roberta Phillips

We welcomed Roberta Phillips as the new CEO of PGCMLS. With her, she has brought a
new energy, direction, and vibrancy to the Library. Her Your Voice Matters inifiative truly
inspires staff to take an active role in pursuing their passions - being leaders, mentors and
active participants in their community, reinforcing their own unique roles in the Library.

Hyattsville Branch Groundbreaking

We celebrated the beginning of construction on the new, upcoming Hyattsville Branch
Library. The new 40,000-square-foot Hyafttsville Branch Library has been designed with
many sustainable features such as roof-mounted solar panels, a vegetative roof to filter
stormwater and electric car charging stations. The children’s area, Discovery Village, will
be based on a theme of classic children’s literature.

Short Edition Short Story Dispenser

We worked to bring a Short Edition Short Story Dispenser into the Maryland Motor
Vehicle Administration location in Beltsville, MD. The Short Story Dispenser is designed to
encourage reading by increasing literacy awareness, provide a showcase for novice
writers, and emphasize the relevance of literature. Customers at the MVA may choose
either 1-, 3- or 5-minute stories
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